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New York Central System Historical Society 

 The New York Central System 
Historical Society (NYCSHS) was 
organized in March 1970 by the 
combined efforts of several former 
employees of the New York 
Central Railroad. The NYCSHS is 
chartered as a non-profit corp- 
oration under the laws of the state 
of Ohio. The vision of the 
NYCSHS is to be the preferred 
source of information and 
products related to the New York 
Central System. The mission of the 
NYCSHS is to perpetuate the 
legacy of the New York Central 
System by acquiring and 
preserving its history, traditions, 
documents, and artifacts; and by 
disseminating accurate inform-
ation and products consistent with 
good stewardship.  

Your membership gets you four 
issues of the popularly acclaimed 

Central Headlight, the official 
publication of the NYCSHS. The 
Central Headlight is only available 
to members, and each issue 
contains a wealth of information 
each quarter. From steam to diesel 
(and electric), from freight to 
passenger, from branch line to 
mainline, the Central Headlight 
covers them all. Our Annual 
Meetings focus on the preservation 
of New York Central railroad 
history with informative speakers, 
presentations, and tours. The 
Society also has many NYC 
reference books and drawings 
available for purchase. 

Membership is open to all; so don't 
delay. Join today! www.nycshs.net 

Or you may download a member-
ship form at: 
https://nycshs.org/nycshs-
membership 

  

 
Board of Directors 

F.V. Bongiovanni, B.D. 
Chapman, T.R. Gerbracht,  S. 
A. Lakin, S.  H. Lustig, D.T. 
Mackay, R.C. McQueen,  
S. Probst, A. Schneider 
R.C. Schiring,  P.N. Stoving,   
Directors Emeriti:  
J.P. Quinlivan (Founder) 
R.J., Stoving, , S. H. Lustig, 
M.K. Vescelus, N.F. Widdifield 

Editor:                    Noel Widdifield 
Engineering Dept.:  Manuel 
                                    Duran-Duran 
Harmon Files:          Larry Faulkner 
Grammar & Layout Proof Editor: 
            Catherine Knowles  
Work Shop Editor:       Brian Scace     
Early Car Shop:          Kyle Coble 
Layout Drawing Artist:  

                    Frank Knight 

The NYCSHS Modelers Committee 
We have a NYCSHS Modelers Committee that now has 19 members.  We meet on the phone about 
once a month to strategize about what to do to support NYC modeling for our members. 
The members of the committee are Seth Lakin (Chair), Brian Marotta, Jeff English, Dave Mackay, 
Paul Pickard, Lawrence Faulkner, Manuel Duran-Duran, Kyle Coble, Dan Seligmann, Larry Grant, 
Ralph Schiring, Alex Schneider, Frank Bongiovanni, Alex Warshal, Mike Vescelus, Charlie Newton, 
Vic Roman, Noel Widdifield, and Rich Stoving.  
 
We have released over 900 models at up to 20% off MSRP to NYCHS members and have sold more 
than 6,000 models and taken pre-orders for many more.  We have offered several HO-scale, S-scale, 
N-scale, and O-scale models and are in the process of finding more scale models to be released in 
coming months.  Watch our website and Collinwood Shop online store for more information.  
Website: NYCSHS.org and Collinwood Shop: https://www.nycshs.net/ 
If you have some ideas for new models, contact us at: salakin@nycshs.org 
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Greetings from the NYCSHS President 
Alex Schneider NYCSHS President 

 
This past weekend we held our convention in Kalamazoo, Michigan. If you are a modeler of the 
NYC, this was the place to be. Roughly half of the “clinics” or presentations either focused on 
modeling or had substantial modeling content, with a focus on the NYC. 

 

The Board has approved a project to work 
with Rapido to produce HO scale models of 
the NYC “19000” series cabooses, complete 
with lights, interiors and the incredible level 
of detail for which this manufacturer is noted.  
Watch for announcements! 

On Saturday we boarded buses to the Pleasant 
Lake IN depot to ride the Fort Wayne Railroad 
Historical Society preserved equipment, and 
then on to the Mid-Michigan live steam club 
near Marshall MI. A 7 ½” gauge Hudson, 
5412, was on display. Its propane fuel supply 
is carried in express refrigerator cars 
following the tender. 

Alex Schneide, NYCSHS President 

Several notable layouts near the hotel opened 
for us Friday evening. Those who could stay 
through Sunday evening were privileged to 
visit Bruce Chubb’s layout up in Grand 
Rapids, which has been featured in numerous 
articles since the 1970s. Bruce is especially 
renowned for his contributions to model 
railroad signals and controls. 

Bruce Chubb’s dispature panel. 

Several NYCSHS members and directors admiring 
Dave Wheeler’s 7 ½ gauge Hudson at the Mid-
Michigan live steam club. 
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Celebrating 250 years of Freedom

 
Some NYC Memories 

 
Enjoy this Historic 4th of July and run your 
model trains.

In a few days we will celebrate 250 
years as a democratic republic.  
Trains made possible the growth of 
our nation over many of those years. 

As the NYCSHS continues to 
celebrate the great New York Central 
System contribution to our nation, 
lets pause to remember the hard work 
that many people of all races and 
nationalities gave to the railroads. 

And let us also remember the many 
who have given their lives to preserve 
our freedom. 

As we celebrate this historic day let’s 
also do everything, we can do to 
continue freedom in our great nation. 
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The summer season it just about here and model 
railroading may take a back seat to the many outdoor 
activities that are available to us, including lawn 
mowing. 

This month’s edition has some really interesting articles 
in a variety of models and scales. This month there is 
one new modeler who has provided an article.  But 
several of the former contributors have come through 
for us. 

This month we have several articles in the larger scales. 
Therefore, I am looking at the next edition and need 
several more articles to be able to prepare that edition. 
Hoping that some of you can come through with some 
HO- and N- scale ones. If you can do one of those please 
contact us so we can help you with them. 

We had another great convention in May and NYCSHS 
President, Alex provides us with some photos of some 
of the modeling activities. The train ride was fun with 
many pleasant conversations with many members.  

So, in the next couple of months get out one of your new 
model purchases, or even one that has been on a shelf 
for many years and start the model and an article for us 
at the same time.  All you need to do is keep notes as 
you build and take several photos of each step, then 
combine them into an interesting article for the 
NYCentral Modeler. We can provide you with all you 
need to do one. 

If you have photos or models that you haven’t shared 
with us in past editions, please consider contacting us 
and adding your talent, photos and articles to the many 
who have shown off their NYCS modeling in the past. 

If you are interested in contributing, please contact me 
at: nfwiddifield@nycshs.org or call me at 703-407-3059. 
Let us see what you model on the NYCS.  

                                   

 

 

 

 

 

The NYCentral Modeler 
This publication of the NYCSHS is for the 
purpose of providing NYCS modeling 
information.  It is a publication by the NYCSHS 
Modeling Committee –- all rights reserved. It 
may be reproduced for personal use only. It is 
not for sale. 

We encourage articles and photos submitted for 
publication.  Materials submitted are considered 
to be gratis and no reimbursement will be made 
to the author(s) or the photographer(s) or 
his/her representative(s).  The Society reserves 
the right to reject, for any reason, any material 
submitted. 

We've always published articles on modeling in 
all scales, but most articles we have offered 
pertain to HO-scale. We'd love to be able to 
share your work in all scales, not just HO. 

Please contact the editor for submission 
information and guidelines.  We have a style 
guide to be used for articles and will send it to 
any aspiring author.  Photos should be 
submitted at not less than 640 x 480 pixels and in 
JPG, TIFF or PDF format.  Statements and 
opinions made are those of the authors and 
don’t necessarily represent those of the Society. 

We make every effort to ensure all information 
is technically correct, but do not guarantee it for 
accuracy.  All articles and photos should be sent 
to: NYCBigFour@verizon.net 

We really want to hear what you think 
concerning this issue and about your modeling 
or collecting. We will help you tell your story.  
 

        

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=NYCSHS          To Join  Click Here!           
 
NYCSHS Central Headlight:  R. L. Stoving stoving@ptd.net          NYCSHS Books 
                                                                                                                     https://www.nycshs.net/Memberships_c_14.html 
NYCSHS Website: www.nycshs.org                                                 NYCentral Modeler: Noel Widdifield:    
                                                                                              nfwiddifield@nycshs.org                                                                                                            
NYC Drawings: Tom Gerbracht: trgerbracht@nycshs.org             NYC Passenger Cars:  Dave Staplin: staplindave@yahoo.com 
      
 

 

 

From the Cab 
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BBrriiaann  SSccaaccee  ––  MMooddeelliinngg  DDiieesseellss  iinn  OO--SSccaallee  PPaarrtt  22                                                                          Page 31                                                                                           
Brian Scace is retired after 31 years of Federal service, both in and out of uniform, 
a career change made after a very short, educational, and ill-timed attempt at 
railroading the mid-70s. In addition to that career, he has worked in the model 
railroad industry since the late 1980s as a layout designer, painter, custom 
builder, "brass-dealer", and author. He retired from the hobby industry in 2018 
after two five-year stints as editor of O Scale Trains Magazine.  

He is a life member of the NYCSHS and has written for both the Headlight and the NYCS 
Modeler. He has been modeling in US 1/4" scale and UK 7mm for over 60 years and is enjoying 
being a hobbyist again, building and maintaining the layout that is home for the Susquehanna 
Valley Switching & Supper Society, a proto-ops club in south-central Pennsylvania.		
  

NNooeell  WWiiddddiiffiieelldd  ––    MMooddeelliinngg  NNYYCCSS  DDiieesseell  EElleeccttrriicc  SSwwiittcchheerrss  ––  PPaarrtt  33                            Page 40                                                                                                                                    
Noel has been a director in the NYCSHS since 2011 and has served as the 
Treasurer, Business Manager, Vice President and now Director Emeritis and 
remains the editor of the NYCentral Modeler. He has supported several other 
functions for the Society.  He and his wife, Ann, also a NYCSHS sustaining 

member, have two children, five granddaughters, and twin great-grandchildren.  
  

JJoohhnn  EEmmeerrssoonn  ––MMoouunnttiinngg  KKaaddiiee  GG--  CCoouupplleerrss  oonn  AArriissttooccrraafftt  FFAAss//FFBBss  FFoorr  BBeetttteerr  OOppeerraattiioonn    
                                                                                                                                                                            Page 48                                                                                                                                                                        
John grew up in Rochester, NY, becoming a young NYCS fan. Like many 
modelers, he got an American Flyer train with a NYC Hudson at an early age, and 
he enjoyed model railroading through junior high school.  During college he 
started modeling in S-scale, but he found it was really a scratch builder’s hobby 

without many resources.  With his work overseas, and many house moves, he never 
completed an S-scale layout. In 1989 after settling back in the USA he discovered Aristocraft 
G Gauge. Subsequently he and his wife built a home with space for a layout - the Late Start & 
Never Finish RR. Retirement and two houses later, Version 3 is now in a real basement – 
something really unusual in Texas. 
 
The LS&NF is a freelance railroad imagined east of the Mississippi River that interchanges 
freight with Western railroads, so other railroads appear on the layout.  Most available 1990’s 
G rolling stock was for transition era railroads, so he bought mostly NYC.  After 2000 he 
started buying modern cars and diesels, so he keeps one era of trains in hidden storage while 
the other is up running on the layout. He started the current layout 9 years ago and has hand 
laid 1100’+ of track and 60+ turnouts.  Two years ago, John started 3D printing cars and details 
not commercially available, using other modelers’ 3D files.  John invites anyone traveling 
through Amarillo, TX, on I-40, to “please stop and let’s operate Big Trains.”  
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TToomm  GGeerrbbrraacchhtt  ––  OO--SSccaallee  LLaattee  MMoohhaawwkk  CCoommppaarriissoonnss                                                          Page 60 

Tom has been a railfan as far back as he can remember. His father worked for the 
New York Central. He had his first cab ride, on a U-2, at age five. He accumulated 
builders’ photos from NYC of many NYC steam locomotives by age six and has 

maintained his interest in locomotive design and technology for his entire life. Tom authored 
four books on New York Central Hudsons, Mohawks, and Niagaras for NYCSHS. He served 
three terms as President of NYCSHS and has authored several articles on steam and diesel 
power for the Central Headlight. 
 
Professionally, he was an employee of GE Transportation Systems. He retired in January 2001 
after a 36-year career. He has consulted for GE and others since his official retirement, with 
his latest contract ending in December 2023. He is a Mechanical Engineer by training  and a 
member of NRHS and TCA. He has a large O-gauge and O-scale layout on common tables, 
built after his retirement. Tom’s layout was featured in the August/September 2008 edition of 
O Gauge Railroading. 
 
Tom has been married to Gloria for fifty-two years, and they have two sons and five 
grandchildren. 

  

GGeeoorrggee  PPaarrssoonnss  --  PPiiccttuurree    aa  NNYYCC  HHuuddssoonn  SStteeaamm  HHuuddssoonn  55334444  ––  SSttiillll  UUnnddeerr  SStteeaamm  
                                                                                                                                Page 71                                                                                                                                              
George	 Parsons	 now	74	 lives	 in	 Bath,	 PA	with	 his	wife	 Jayne	 and	 son	Daniel.	 	In	
addition	to	his	 live	steam	Hudson,	his	basement	not	only	 features	a	 large	O	Scale	
layout,	but	the	basement	walls	are	covered	with	over	90	photos,	prints,	lithographs,	
paintings	and	porcelain	plates	of	New	York	Central	Hudsons.  
 

  

RRoobbeerrtt  ((BBoobb))  BBoorrnnee  -- NNeeww  YYoorrkk  CCeennttrraall  SSyysstteemm  VVeerryy  LLaarrggee--SSccaallee  MMooddeelliinngg            Page 83 
 

Bob earned a B.S. in Mechanical Engineering from Northwestern in 1972 and an M.S. Civil 
Engineering (Transportation) in 1976. During his long college career, he had a variety of 
transit jobs including full time CTA bus driver. He helped create the Wilmette Municipal 
Bus System (Wilbus), was Assistant General Manager at NORTRAN, and Suburban Bus 
Manager for Chicago RTA. 
He completed a 25-year career (1981-2006) as director of CyRide in Ames, Iowa.  During 

his tenure in Ames, CyRide received many awards for its exemplary safety program and its exceptional 
customer service program. He developed management and marketing programs and a variety of 
services that resulted in a ridership increase from 330,000 passengers in 1981 to more than 4,700,000 in 
2006. Bob is a consultant specializing in management assistance, service development, safety culture, 
training, and marketing to university, small urban, tribal, and rural transit systems.  His father built a 
large (three 4x8 sheets) of American Flyer when he was two years old.  He played with that until age 
10 when he built his HO layout which lasted to the end of high school.    Live steam hobby started in 
1957 (age 8) when he started to assist Bruce Achor with his two live steam locomotives.  They were 
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also frequent visitors to Walter Johnson's track in Crown Point, IN; Elliott Donnely in Lake Forest, IL 
and Bud Buker in Lake Forest, IL 
 
After moving to Iowa in 1981, he built a Railroad Supply 2-6-0 and completed it in 1986. He ran it 
frequently at Bob Drenth's track in Nora Springs, IA. He then purchased a farm with large pasture and 
wooded area and started building his railroad in 1989.  The first loop (1,100 feet) was finished in 
1992.  Additional track was added at about 300 to 500 feet per year to its current size of 10,000+ 
feet.  Two or three cars were built every winter for the last 30 years.  Three train storage buildings were 
added as needed in addition to train storage in the tractor shed 
 
His NYC experience was watching the  NYC as it passed Providence High School. in New Lenox while 
He was playing on the soccer and track teams in 1965 and 1966. 

 

 

PPiiccttuurree  YYoouurrsseellff  HHeerree  WWiitthh  tthhee  TTiittllee  ooff  YYoouurr  AArrttiiccllee  aanndd  aa  PPaaggee  NNuummbbeerr  
We know that you are a great modeler, and we would love to see some of your work here in 
the NYCentral Modeler. Articles are pretty easy to do, and our readers would love to hear about 
your layout, collection, and your modeling skills. 
 
All it takes is for you to take a few photos of your layout and then write about it.  Developing 
an outline helps keep you on track. Or if you are building something for your hobby, just take 
photos as you build and then write the article from the photos.  If you have a collection, 
photograph some of your favorites and then just write about how and why you have collected 
what you have. We can send you some material to help you with writing the article and tips 
on how to take excellent photos to go with the article. 
 
We are prepared to help you to write a great article to share with all of us. Just contact me at: 
nfwiddifield@NYCSHS.org 
First-time authors for the NYCentral Modeler will receive a NYCSHS Author’s t-shirt for 
your first effort. If you have written for us before, you know the satisfaction of seeing your 
excellent modeling efforts here on these pages! 

    
HHaallll  ooff  HHeerrooeess  

Bob Borne is a first-time author in this edition. The past first-time authors have provided 
excellent articles on NYCS modeling for us.  Bob will receive one of our NYCSHS Author t-
shirts. But we need more first-time authors to share their modeling with us and get a T-Shirt 
for writing their first article in the magazine! This edition also has several veteran writers for 
the NYCentral Modeler! 
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Why don’t you write an article for us?? If you are 
interseted contact us for some help and you will 
become one of our NYCSHS authors. 
nfwiddifield@NYCSHS.org	 

		
NYCentral	Modeler	–“Mystery	Photo” 	

      
Tell us what you think this is and where it was located. Send your answers to 
nfwiddifield@NYCSHS.org				

	





























NYCentral Modeler 
    3rd  Quarter 2026 22



NYCSHS Announces Another New Book

Dining Aboard The Water Level

ORDER FORM -Dining Aboard The Water Level Route – Dining Car

Recipes Of the NYCS (1937 – 1942)

Name: __________________________________Phone#______________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________

City and State: _______________________________________________________________

Country: _____________________________________Zip/Mail Code:__________________________

NYCSHS Membership # (For Discount) ___________________# of Copies___________________

Amount Enclosed: _______________ Ohio residents add 8% sales tax.

Mail to  Treasurer@nycshs.org

NYCSHS Treasurer
P.O. Box 298
Hudson, MA 01749-0298

Single Book Prices

NYCSHS Non-Member Shipping Ohio

Member Price Cost Sales Tax

$40.00 $50.00 $12.00 Add on all orders 8%

Non - US Buyers Must Order

In Collinwood Shop
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