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New York Central System Historical Society 

 The New York Central System 
Historical Society (NYCSHS) was 
organized in March 1970 by the 
combined efforts of several former 
employees of the New York 
Central Railroad. The NYCSHS is 
chartered as a non-profit corp- 
oration under the laws of the state 
of Ohio. The vision of the 
NYCSHS is to be the preferred 
source of information and 
products related to the New York 
Central System. The mission of the 
NYCSHS is to perpetuate the 
legacy of the New York Central 
System by acquiring and 
preserving its history, traditions, 
documents, and artifacts; and by 
disseminating accurate inform-
ation and products consistent with 
good stewardship.  

Your membership gets you four 
issues of the popularly acclaimed 

Central Headlight, the official 
publication of the NYCSHS. The 
Central Headlight is only available 
to members, and each issue 
contains a wealth of information 
each quarter. From steam to diesel 
(and electric), from freight to 
passenger, from branchline to 
mainline, the Central Headlight 
covers them all. Our Annual 
Meetings focus on the preservation 
of New York Central railroad 
history with informative speakers, 
presentations, and tours. The 
Society also has many NYC 
reference books and drawings 
available for purchase. 

Membership is open to all; so don't 
delay. Join today! www.nycshs.net 

Or you may download a member-
ship form at: 
https://nycshs.org/nycshs-
membership 

  

 
Board of Directors 

F. Bongiovanni, , T.R. 
Gerbracht,  S. Lakin, D.T. 
Mackay, R.C. McQueen,  
S. Probst, A. Schneider 
R.C. Schiring,  P.N. Stoving, , 
N.F. Widdifield 
Directors Emeriti:  
J.P. Quinlivan (Founder) 
D. Simonaitis, R.J., Stoving, 
 J.C. Suhs, J. Epperson, S Lustig 
M.K. Vescelus, 

Editor:                    Noel Widdifield 
Engineering Dept.:  Manuel 
                                    Duran-Duran 
Harmon Files:          Larry Faulkner 
Grammar & Layout Proof Editor: 
            Catherine Knowles  
Technical & Modeling Proof Editor 
                                    R. B. Phillips 
Tool Shop Editor:      Brian Marotta     
Early Car Shop:     Kyle Coble 
Layout Drawing Artist:  

                    Frank Knight 

The NYCSHS Modelers Committee 
We have a NYCSHS Modelers Committee that now has 19 members.  We meet on the phone about 
once a month to strategize about what to do to support NYC modeling for our members. 
The members of the committee are Seth Lakin (Chair), Brian Marotta, Jeff English, Dave Mackay, 
Paul Pickard, Lawrence Faulkner, Manuel Duran-Duran, Kyle Coble, Dan Seligmann, Larry Grant, 
Ralph Schiring, Alex Schneider, Frank Bongiovanni, Alex Warshal, Mike Vescelus, Charlie Newton, 
Vic Roman, Noel Widdifield, and Rich Stoving.  
 
We have released over 900 models at up to 20% off MSRP to NYCHS members and have sold more 
than 6,000 models and taken pre-orders for many more.  We have offered several HO-scale, S-scale, 
N-scale, and O-scale models and are in the process of finding more scale models to be released in 
coming months.  Watch our website and Collinwood Shop online store for more information.  
Website: NYCSHS.org and Collinwood Shop: https://nycshs.3dcartstores.com/ 
If you have some ideas for new models, contact us at nfwiddifield@NYCSHS.org 
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Greetings from the NYCSHS President 
Alex Schneider NYCSHS President 

Bridges and the NYCS 

I have started work on a presentation titled “Layout Friendly Bridges”. As you 
doubtless know, the NYC had countless bridges spanning everything from farm 
roads and tiny creeks up to the magnificent Hudson, Mississippi and Cuyahoga 
Rivers. Many of us would like to capture some of that flavor with a reasonable 
outlay of cash, time and modeling skill. 

My interest in the topic was stirred by Paul Mallery’s Bridge and Trestle Handbook 
for Model Railroaders (1972 edition), and on the cover of this book he highlights 
four topics: how the prototypes are designed, how to select the proper type, how 
to construct the model, and how to avoid common errors. I heartily agree. 
However, I would put selection first, because the best model in the wrong place 
will not satisfy you in the long run. 

Each of the common prototypes was designed for particular circumstances of location and cost using 
the technology of the time and the materials that were available. As trains grew longer and heavier, 
new approaches were tried, not all successfully. Think of the collapse of the LS&MS bridge at 
Ashtabula, Ohio in 1876:  management replaced a wooden bridge with an iron bridge, but using the 
established Howe truss. If you wish to represent a “signature” bridge such as the Alfred Smith bridge 
that carries the railroad across the Hudson, you need to design your layout around it. Most modelers 
don’t have the space and accept a “generic” bridge that fits the layout. We need to identify a bridge 
that would have been successful when built and still adequate up to the time we are modeling. 

NYC locomotives were not generally as large as roads operating in mountain territory, so bridges for 
a moderate loading will suffice unless you are modeling the main line. However wooden trestles, 
especially tall ones, would have been replaced in most locations by the 1920s. Stone arch bridges were 
uncommon except on the Boston & Albany. The NYC was not as enthusiastic an adopter of concrete 
bridges as the Lackawanna or the IC, but this is an exception from Chicago that might fit your layout. 
And Walthers has a kit for a similar bridge.

 
 
I hope you will find some enjoyable modeling projects during this winter season. Don’t forget to renew 
your membership, cast your ballot, and register for the Kalamazoo convention in May. 

Alex Schneider, president 
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As we end another year of NYCSHS adventures, and 
prepare for a NYCS 2026, I find that modeling the NYCS 
has become a little harder again this year.  As I look for 
“brick & mortar” stores in my area, I find that more and 
more continue to disappear.  Looking for NYCS models 
online, I find they are becoming harder to find. I also am 
getting fewer articles and photos for this magazine. 
There are still a few of you who continue to provide us 
with your articles and photos and that keeps us going 
and we are extremely thankful for them. 

This month there is one new modeler who has provided 
an article. Therefore, I am looking at the need to include 
some of my articles to keep us going and I would prefer 
to have some from all of you. 

We have another great convention coming up in 2026 
and I am eager to  greet old friends and meeting new 
members there. The conventions are always fun and 
informing to attend.  I hope to see some of you there. 

In the meantime, get out one of your new model 
purchases, or even one that has been on a shelf for many 
years and start the model and an article for us at the 
same time.  All you need to do is keep notes as you build 
and take several photos of each step, then combine them 
into an interesting article for the NYCentral Modeler. 

I am looking forward to continuing this publication, but 
I need your articles and photos. 

This edition marks the 16th year of our publication.  If 
you have photos or models that you haven’t shared with 
us in past editions, please consider contacting us and 
adding your talent and articles to the many who have 
shown off their NYCS modeling in the past.  

If you are interested in contributing, please contact me 
at: nfwiddifield@nycshs.org or call me at 703-407-3059. 
Let us see what you model on the NYCS.  

                                   

 

 

 

 

 

The NYCentral Modeler 
This publication of the NYCSHS is for the 
purpose of providing NYCS modeling 
information.  It is a publication by the NYCSHS 
Modeling Committee –- all rights reserved. It 
may be reproduced for personal use only. It is 
not for sale. 

We encourage articles and photos submitted for 
publication.  Materials submitted are considered 
to be gratis and no reimbursement will be made 
to the author(s) or the photographer(s) or 
his/her representative(s).  The Society reserves 
the right to reject, for any reason, any material 
submitted. 

We've always published articles on modeling in 
all scales, but most articles we have offered 
pertain to HO-scale. We'd love to be able to 
share your work in all scales, not just HO. 

Please contact the editor for submission 
information and guidelines.  We have a style 
guide to be used for articles and will send it to 
any aspiring author.  Photos should be 
submitted at not less than 640 x 480 pixels and in 
JPG, TIFF or PDF format.  Statements and 
opinions made are those of the authors and 
don’t necessarily represent those of the Society. 

We make every effort to ensure all information 
is technically correct, but do not guarantee it for 
accuracy.  All articles and photos should be sent 
to: NYCBigFour@verizon.net 

We really want to hear what you think 
concerning this issue and about your modeling 
or collecting. We will help you tell your story.  
 

        

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NYCSHS Publications & Info   NYCSHSFacebook  NYCSHS-Members  
NYCSHS Central Headlight:  R. L. Stoving stoving@ptd.net          NYCSHS Books: NYCSHS Book Collection 

NYCSHS Website: www.nycshs.org                                                 NYCentral Modeler: Noel Widdifield:    
                                                                                              nfwiddifield@nycshs.org                                                                                                            
NYC Drawings: Tom Gerbracht: trgerbracht@nycshs.org             NYC Passenger Cars:  Dave Staplin: staplindave@yahoo.com 

      

 

 

From the Cab 
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being a hobbyist again, building and maintaining the layout that is home for the Susquehanna 
Valley Switching & Supper Society, a proto-ops club in south-central Pennsylvania.!!
!
Mark Sklar – Painting a NYCS Diner Car                                              Page 51 

 Mark originally from Hartford, Connecticut, lives with his wife in 
Guilderland, New York. He is a retired electronics engineer. He became 
interested in the New York Central when he moved to the Albany, New York 
area. His interest in model trains started when his father built an HO layout 
when he was 6 years old 64 years ago. This is his fifth article for us. 

	
Robert vonBuhr – Reworking a Kitbased Caboose                                                               Page 59  

Bob von Behr taught English and foreign languages on the high school and 
college level for 50 years.  Except for the 18 years when he and his wife, Ginny, 
lived in Maryland, (not far from the MA & PA Railroad line) he has lived in New 
York State.   Growing up he remembers using the Hudson and Harlem Divisions 
and also the 42nd Street Ferry and the West Shore to “get out of town." 
 

Bob still has every copy of Model Railroader that has arrived since 1957, along with shelf space 
for the Central Headlight and NYCSHS calendars.  This still leaves room in the basement for a 
20’ by 20’ NYC layout he is about to start.  He admits he likes all eras of railroading and has 
equipment ready for the NYCS, B&A, B&M and the Rutland. 
 

 

Picture Yourself Here With the Title of Your Article and Page # 
We know that you are a great modeler, and we would love to see some of your work here in 
the NYCentral Modeler. Articles are pretty easy to do, and our readers would love to hear about 
your layout, collection, and your modeling skills. 
 
All it takes is for you to take a few photos of your layout and then write about it.  Developing 
an outline helps keep you on track. Or if you are building something for your hobby, just take 
photos as you build and then write the article from the photos.  If you have a collection, 
photograph some of your favorites and then just write about how and why you have collected 
what you have. We can send you some material to help you with writing the article and tips 
on how to take excellent photos to go with the article. 
 
We are prepared to help you to write a great article to share with all of us. Just contact me at: 
nfwiddifield@NYCSHS.org 
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First-time authors for the NYCentral Modeler will receive a NYCSHS Author’s t-shirt for 
your first effort. If you have written for us before, you know the satisfaction of seeing your 
excellent modeling efforts here on these pages! 

  
Hall of Heroes 

Mel Garlick is a first-time author in this edition. He provided an excellent article on this layout 
in this edition. He will receive one of our NYCSHS Author t-shirts. We need more first-time 
authors to share their modeling with us and get a T-Shirt for writing their first article in the 
magazine! This edition also has several veteran writers for the NYCentral Modeler! 

Why don’t you write an article for us??? 

 
	NYCentral	Modeler	–“Mystery	Photo” 

  Tell us what you think this might be. Send your answers to nfwiddifield@NYCSHS.org 
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HO-Scale Locomotives 
Walthers 

  
NYC EMD SW1 
The EMD SW1 is a 600-horsepower diesel-
electric switcher locomotive built by General 
Motors' Electro-Motive Corporation between 
December 1938 and November 1953. Final 
assembly was at EMD's plant at LaGrange 
Illinois. The SW1 was the second generation of 
3,402 cu in switcher from EMD, succeeding the 
SC and SW. 

Features: 

• One time run of these road numbers, 
order now - limited quantity available!  

• Updated tooling  
• Pre-installed cube-type speakers in this 

standard DC version for easy 
conversion later  

• 21-Pin DCC connector in standard DC 
units for easy decoder installation 
when you're ready  

• Wire grab irons and photo-etched lift 
rings  

• Warm white LED constant and 
directional headlights  

• 14:1 helical gears for ultra-quiet and 
smooth running  

• 5-pole, skew-wound, high-torque, 
high-efficiency can motor  

• Heavy die-cast metal underframe  
• Correct size RP-25 turned metal wheels  
• Proto MAX(TM) metal knuckle 

couplers  
Expected Delivery Winter 2026 MSRP 
$199.98 
Available in the Collinwood Shop 

HO-Scale Rolling Stock 
Rapido 

 
NYC Budd Coach 
The Budd Company, known for their metal 
fabrication and body components to the auto 
industry, entered the passenger rail car 
business in the 1930s. Their invention of spot-
welding techniques, which joined two sections 
of stainless steel without damaging the anti-
corrosive properties, helped them build some 
of the nation’s most recognizable passenger 
cars in history. Many of these cars still exist 
today! 
 
The Budd Company built many types of cars, 
and many roads at the time acquired sizable 
fleets of coaches to run on commuter, intercity, 
long distance and executive trains. They 
usually had two by two seating with padded, 
comfy chairs along with a giant picture 
window to take in all of the sights.  

Features: 

• Revised track-powered interior lighting 
compatible with DC and DCC layouts 

• Full underbody detail including separate 
air, steam and electrical lines 

• Realistic stainless-steel finish with sprung 
diaphragms 

• Separate metal grab irons and end gates 
• Accurate D22 brake equipment and pipes 
• Super-detailed 41-NDO-11 trucks with 

end frames 
• Now featuring the MoPower capacitor for 

uninterrupted passenger car lighting 
• Amazing steam heat underbody 
• Full, multi-color interior detail 
• Metal knuckle couplers 
• Five road numbers 
• Suggested minimum radius: 22” 

Expected Delivery Late 2026 MSRP $124.99 
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Walthers 
Walthers Mainline 

 
NYCS 50’ AAR Improved Double-Door 
Boxcar 
Not to be confused with earlier AAR Double-
Door Boxcars, the HO Scale WalthersMainline 
50' AAR Improved Double-Door Boxcar is 
based on a later prototype first built in the late 
1940s into the 1950s. These more modern cars 
featured improved Dreadnaught ends and 
metal Apex running boards. Wide double 
doors on each side allowed for easy loading 
and unloading of large cargo, such as lumber, 
building materials, appliances and more. These 
cars spent decades roaming the rails across the 
country. 
 
Features:  

• One-time run of these road numbers  
• Double-door version with 16' door 

openings and two Youngstown doors on 
each side 

• 4-3-1 Improved Dreadnaught ends  
• AAR tab side sills  
• Detailed underbody with AB brake 

equipment  
• 7-rung side and end ladders  
• Factory applied, separate Ajax hand 

brake  
• Factory applied, separate Apex 

simulated metal running board with see-
through tread  

• Correct 33" RP-25 turned metal wheels in 
AAR Bettendorf trucks  

• Proto MAX(TM) metal knuckle couplers  
Expected Delivery Spring 2026. MSRP $39.98 
Available in the Collinwood Shop 
 
O-Scale Locomotives 
Lionel Legacy 

 
NYCS 0-8-0 #7641 
The USRA 0-8-0 was one of the successful 
designs of the Committee 1918 designs. More 
than 1300 total of these designs worked the 
yards of many railroads including some for the 
NYCS.  
Features: 

• Tethered drawbar 
• Steam whistle 
• Swinging bell 
• Drop plate 
• Controls under coal load 
• Minimum curve O31 

Expected Delivery TBA, MSRP $999.99 
Not available in the Collinwood Shop 
 
LionelChief  

 
NYC “Black Beetle” RDC  
Developed by the NYC, it developed record 
speeds of 183 mph thanks to two jet engines. 
Features: 

• Lionel Chief Command equipped 
• Operates with Bluetooth using Universal 

Operate or Lionel CAB3 App 
• Operates via conventional transformer 
• Speed control 

Expected Delivery TBD MSRP $579.99 
Not available in the Collinwood Shop 
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O-Scale Rolling Stock 
Lionel  
Lionscale Freight 

 
P&LE (NYC) 3 Bay AAR Hopper 
Based upon a common 70-ton hopper common 
across the US. 
Features: 

• Plastic body with molded in detail 
• Die-cast trucks with operating couplers 

and hidden tabs 
• Easy conversion to scale couplers and 2-

rail wheels (available separately) 
• Minimum Curve: O31 

Expected Delivery TBD MSRP $279.99 
Not available in the Collinwood Shop 
 
Magazines 
Classic Toy Trains – Fall 2025 

 
“Your Letters” “Legacy of Hudson 
Products” by Dick Slazak, p. 6. 
 
This short article is about the Hudson 
Products company that for a short time 
produce only two products: a freight set in 
orange, blue & white consisting of  
reproduction Lionel 700E locomotive and 
tender (NYC Hudson)and a Lionel MPC 
era F3 body without chassis or motor, a box 
car, tank car and caboose. 

 
The Hudson Products Hudson loco and tender. 
 
“Variety Motivates Lionel Expert Mark 
Stephens” by Roger Carp, p. 24 - 29 
 
This article covers the collection of Mark 
Stephens and includes photos of two NYC 
gondolas painted as samples. 
 
“Toy Train Parts Buyer’s Guide” by Rene 
Schweitze, pp. 40 – 41. 
 
The article lists a comprehensive list of 
companies that provide parts for almost all 
manufactures’ models.  Phone numbers and 
websites are listed for all. A very valued 
resource for collectors and modelers in all 
scales. 
 
“Nap Time to Show Time” by Roger Carp. Pp. 
46 – 51 
 
Much of the collection of Norm Jurgen and his 
son, Kurt is featured in this article.  Many 
great photos by Norm.. A NYCS GP30 and a 
stock car are included on page 51. 
 
Classic Trains – Winter 2025 

 
“Head End” , “NYC No. 2050 is Back in Black”. 
By Douglas J. Fear, p. 9 
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The Adirondack Railway Preservation Society 
received three C430s and #430 was the last 
received from the order. 
 
A team of volunteers repainted and restored 
the original paint scheme of basic black with 
yellow handrails and NYC logos. They also 
restored the original NYC/PC number 2050. 
 
Model Railroader, Oct 2025 

 
On Trains.com, “Photo of the Day”, by Andy 
Sperandeo, p. 6 
 
Photo of S-scale NYC 4-8-4 # 6008 passing 
Tower SM with a milk train on Ed Loiseaux’s 
Central Vally Division layout. 
 
“Step by Step” by NYCSHS member, Mike 
Tylick, p. 27 – 31 
  
Mike tells us how he converted in 7 steps a Bar 
Mills brewery from flat into full-bodied. The 
finished model in full dimension shows off 
Mike’s scratch building skills. 
 
 Model Railroader, Dec 2025 

 
“News & Reviews” by Cody Grivno & Mitch 
Horner, p. 10 
 
An introduction of the EMD SW9 from Rapido 
that includes a NYCS loco. 
 

NMRA Magazine, Oct 2025 

 
“Crafting a Majestic O-scale Model 
Railroad: Logging in the British Colombia 
Mountains”, by Patrick Rivard, pp. 30 – 35 
 
The article in O-Scale includes a photo of 
one of two SW9s, one from Atlas and one 
from Lionel. It is a neat article on O-Scale 
modeling. 
 
O-Scale Resource Sep - Oct 2025 

 
“O Scale Central” Page 21. 
 

 
 
 “David Reed brought for display a number of 
highly detailed OS2R models including this 
NYC (originally C&O) two-unit diner with 
unique stainless steel two tone grey 
paint).(See his article on painting them in this 
edition.) 
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Announcements 
After having owned and operated LaBelle 
Woodworking since 2001, I have been in 
the model business longer than the original 
or subsequent owners, I have decided to 
call it a day. I will be closing the doors and 
turning out the lights on LaBelle after 25 
years on June 1, 2026. I have posted this as 
a courtesy to you, my loyal and well 
received customers, so that there will be no 
future surprises. 
 
If anyone is interested in getting into the 
Model Railroad business, I am not adverse 
to selling LaBelle to someone who is 
interested in purchasing it. I will be 
entertaining serious offers for LaBelle and 
all of the equipment used to make our kits. 
I would love to sell the business so that the 
names and products that we produce, such 
as LaBelle, Silver Streak, Mainline Models, 
Ye Olde Huff and Puff, OnTrack and Valley 
Car Shops don’t disappear from the 
modeling scene. 
 
Please contact me for further information. 
If there is any further information about the 
future of LaBelle, I will keep you informed 
here on the website’s introductory page. 
https://www.labellemodels.com/  

 

 

 
Owner: Arnie LaBelle 
 
LaBelle Woodworking Company is one of 
the oldest companies still offering wooden 
model railroad kits. The Company dates 
back to 1947 and originated in 
Oconomowoc, Wisconsin. The first review 
of our passenger cars appeared in Model 
Railroader in January of 1960. LaBelle 
moved from Oconomowoc to Watertown 
to Fairchild, all in Wisconsin. The company 
was then moved to Pendleton, Indiana. We 

continue producing kits in Cheyenne, 
Wyoming. 
 

Ad in The Four Track News informing readers 
about the 75 information bureaus located the 
U.S. and Canada to provide help to riders of 
the NYCLs. 

 
One of the many safety reminders from the 
1940s to be careful when switching cars. 
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